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Delaware Center for Horticulture Plants Native Meadow Garden with Discover 
Volunteers at Newark Center for Creative Learning 

 

(Wilmington, DE) – The Delaware Center for Horticulture (DCH) partnered with Discover, a 
digital banking and payment services company, to bring 15 volunteers to the Newark Center for 
Creative Learning (NCCL) school to plant a native meadow garden. The garden installation was 
designed to enhance the local Newark environment and provide additional learning 
opportunities to NCCL students.  

Discover volunteers paired with NCCL students from K-8th grade to guide the installation of over 
1,500 Landscape Plugs™, supplied by North Creek Nurseries, Inc., at the Phillips Park, part of 
Newark City Parks, located adjacent to the school. This initiative brings a native meadow 
garden, designed by NCCL students, to the Newark area to increase habitat for pollinators and 
add greenspace for the community. Additionally, the meadow provides continued educational 
experiences for students to learn about native plants and pollinators through their future 
maintenance of the site.  
 
"We're honored to partner with Discover and the Newark Center for Creative Learning 
teachers, parents, and students in helping to bring the students' landscape plan to life," said 
Sue Wyndham, DCH's Director of Programs. "This project is providing important ecological 
improvements to a site within the Newark park system, while also providing educational 
opportunities for the NCCL students and the local community. We were happy to help facilitate 
the installation of the NCCL students' native landscape plan, made possible through generous 
support from Discover, assistance from Newark City Parks, and collaborative energy from the 
NCCL community. The students' meadow planting will have a positive impact on all who visit 
the park while highlighting the beauty and function of native plantings."  
 
The native meadow planting project was first kicked off in July through the preparation of the 
park space by NCCL students, with assistance from Newark City Parks Department, which 
included weeding and removing invasive plant species. With the help of DCH and volunteers 
from Discover, the site has been planted and will grow into a lush space for the local 
community and NCCL students to enjoy. 
 
“Volunteerism and Doing the Right Thing are two of the core values that help shape Discover’s 
culture and guide our company’s actions,” said Natalie Di Sabatino, community affairs at 



   

 

Discover “At Discover, we are passionate about building stronger and brighter communities, 
and volunteering to plant native species provides us with the opportunity support a local school 
and make our community a little bit brighter. We are the funding partner and had employee 
volunteers join this project that is close to our Customer Care Center.”  

Throughout the planting, the Delaware Center for Horticulture and NCCL leaders instilled the 
importance of planting native plants to support local wildlife as an educational component to 
the planting. Not only was this for the students of NCCL, but for Discover volunteers as well. To 
continue supporting pollinators, additional plants have been supplied to the Newark Center for 
Creative Learning for the students and Discover volunteers to take home for incorporation into 
their personal gardens.  
 
 
About Delaware Center for Horticulture 
Since 1977, the Delaware Center for Horticulture has inspired individuals and communities 
through the power of plants. Its work includes creating and maintaining the first Urban Farm in 
the city of Wilmington, establishing the Branches to Chances Return to Work Program, 
beautifying public landscapes, planting and advising on the urban placement of trees, and 
hosting educational programs and community events. For more information, visit 
www.thedch.org. 
 
About DISCOVER 
Discover Financial Services (NYSE: DFS) is a digital banking and payment services company with 
one of the most recognized brands in U.S. financial services. Since its inception in 1986, the 
company has become one of the largest card issuers in the United States. The company issues 
the Discover® card, America's cash rewards pioneer, and offers private student loans, personal 
loans, home loans, checking and savings accounts and certificates of deposit through its 
banking business. It operates the Discover Global Network® comprised of Discover Network, 
with millions of merchants and cash access locations; PULSE®, one of the nation's leading 
ATM/debit networks; and Diners Club International®, a global payments network with 
acceptance around the world. For more information, visit www.discover.com/company. 
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Pictured: Students of the Newark Center for Creative Learning, Discover volunteers, and 

Delaware Center for Horticulture staff at Phillips Park, Newark, DE showing the design of the 

meadow garden that was planted. 


